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UM student in Brussels: ‘I’ll never forget’ NAACP
proposes
new plaque
language
LANA FERGUSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

Je Suis Bruxelles
LIZZIE MCINTOSH

thedmnews@gmail.com

Just before 8 a.m. on Tuesday, two explosions from shrapnel-spewing bombs detonated
in the departure terminal of
the Brussels Airport. According
to multiple sources, the attack
killed 10 people.
Around 9:11 a.m., a bomb

shattered through the car of a
train as it pulled out of the Maelbeek subway station, killing at
least 20 people. The Washington
Post reported the train was passing directly beneath the building
that houses the European Union.
Hours after the second wave
of attacks, officials conducted a
series of house searches in Brussels. Among their findings were
an unexploded bomb loaded

ist threats. Brussels is becoming
known as a recruiting center for
jihadi fighters.
Some have speculated about
the timing of the attacks, noting
the capture of Salah Abdeslam, a
terrorist involved in the Paris attacks, in Brussels last week. The
Washington Post reported he
was pursued by authorities for

Shock and confusion surged
through UM NAACP President
Buka Okoye when he read a
mass email on March 11.
The message, an announcement from Chancellor Jeffery
Vitter, presented the plan to
install a contextual plaque in
front of the 1906 Confederate
solider statue in the Circle.
The UM NAACP, a major
leader in the movement to
remove the Mississippi state
flag from campus because of
its Confederate symbol, was
left completely out of the process of creating the plaque.
The authors were four men
appointed by Provost Morris
Stocks.
The group was in disbelief.
“You have the chapter you
were just giving all of this
praise to literally a month
ago and all of the sudden this
same chapter is coming out
and saying there is something
problematic about the language here,” Okoye said. “We
need to go about reanalyzing
this.”
Okoye said the current proposed language lacks import-

SEE BRUSSELS PAGE 3

SEE PLAQUE PAGE 3
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with nails and an Islamic State
flag, according to the New York
Times.
Between the two attacks,
around 230 people were injured.
Multiple sources have reported
police are now considering three
possible suspects.
According to CNN News, Belgium has had a tense climate
since the Paris attacks with multiple warnings of possible terror-

Ole Miss community remembers James Chambers

(Left) Family members walk across stage to drop a flower in memory of James Chambers, a professor who died in a fire on March 13. (Right) William Chambers, Corter Diggs
and Jason Vallas play Amazing Grace during the memorial service Tuesday afternoon in the Gertrude C. Ford Center.
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When I heard the news of
death and terror in Brussels, I
found my dainty green necklace
with a hammered bronze pendant reading: “peace.” I don’t
pray, but that is my karmic contribution; a hopeless scream
into the abyss saying, “We’re
better than this; we are more
than destruction and mutually
assured annihilation.”
Today, ISIS is praising Allah
for a victory against crusaders.
Today, Brussels and the world
are mourning more souls that
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shouldn’t have died. My tender heart is aching. I’m keenly
aware of the destruction and
death around the world, but my
ethnocentrism makes me feel a
greater ache for those who look
like me. It’s selfish and unfair,
but I don’t know if I could handle feeling the pain of a world
that is watered with the blood of
wandering, listless souls.
Europe will almost certainly mobilize for airstrikes in
ISIS-controlled territory. Thousands of people will die, hopefully as few civilians as possible.
These deaths will do nothing
but provoke more attacks, leading to more deaths, leading to
more airstrikes.
Time is nothing if not cyclical.
The thing about bombs and
bullets is that they don’t change
minds— they change lives. A
person can be shifted from a
bystander to a radial with a
badly-placed bomb. A child becomes an orphan. ISIS fighters
mobilize in a horrifyingly efficient manner. They find people
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sensitive to radicalization and
bring them over to the side of
violence and fear.
In the aftermath of decades
of war and unrest in the Middle East, both sides are assuring their destruction. Radicals
won’t stop attacking Western
countries. Western countries
won’t stop retaliating in an obscene fashion. Comparably, we
kill their militants and civilians
by the thousands while they kill
us by the hundreds. The body
count doesn’t matter; both sides
should be haunted by the growing lists of the dead.
ISIS will successfully politicize both their dead and our
dead. They’ve turned terror
into a hashtag. Western politicians will successfully politicize
this. To most of them, it doesn’t
matter if we, as a nation, actually pursue violence against ISIS.
They’ll use the death toll to help
their exit polls, because what
is human life compared to the
presidency?
I’m disgusted by the reality

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

that has been cultivated through
years of violence. I have known
nothing but war. In 2001, I was
7 years old. My only concern
with terrorism was whether
or not it would make us cancel
our trip to Disney World for
the next week. In two weeks, I
will be 22, and I am forced to
face a world that does not care
who lives or dies — a world that
deals in death instead of kindness. A world that is utterly apathetic to the needs of humanity
as long as political and social
ends are met.
I want to believe, one day, we
will look into the eyes of those
we call an enemy and embrace
them, forsaking the past and
walking hand in hand into a
brighter, safer future.
But that’s why the youth are
called idealistic and naïve. I’ll
see peace in necklaces and movies, but never in reality.
Holly Baer is a senior religious studies major from
Flowood.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

In light of attacks, we must face terrorism not one another
Attacks like the one in Brussels Tuesday morning make us
angry, and we should be angry.
There is indignation that follows
mass murder at the hands of terrorists.
There
is
understandable
loathing for those who condemn
bystanders to a needless, horrific
death.
When the Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant claimed the
Brussels attacks, there was little surprise. Reactions on social
media ranged from sympathetic
to accusatory, and it’s hard to tell
people not to be angry.
The truth is, we are tired of
buying funeral flowers and shaking our heads abjectly when we
hear the news there has been another attack.
Another, because terrorism
is now something that happens
routinely. The shock that accompanied the attacks in Paris in
2015, Brussels in 2014, London
in 2013, Norway in 2011, New
York in 2001 and countless others still strikes a raw nerve in the
core of our humanity. Today, like
so many days before, we are not
just Americans— we are global
citizens staring into the heart of

injustice.
As we move forward, we must
direct those feelings towards
the deserving individuals and
groups. Hatred and anger must
only be for the murderers and
those who wish to do harm.
We cannot do as we have done
before, ascribing blame to those
who have nothing to do with terror, those who are just as afraid
of terrorist groups as we are.
We, not as Mississippians or
even Americans, but as humans,
must understand the difference.
It’s easy to find a scapegoat
while we sit, impotently, thousands of miles from the threat.
We want to find someone — anyone— to blame.
But we cannot fight terror with
terror. We can not confuse the
just fear and hatred of the Islamic State with fear and hatred of
Muslims.
In the coming days, there will
innumerable moments of silence
and memorials for the lives so
cruelly stolen from us. Many
European groups will come together to embrace their Muslim
brothers and sisters, who not
only lost their fellow European
citizens, but also feel the sting of

AP PHOTO: MARTIN MEISSNER

People holding a banner reading “I am Brussels” behind flowers and candles to mourn for the victims at Place de la Bourse in the
center of Brussels, Tuesday.
injustice as blood-hungry men gether to mourn while respect- dead, the dying and, perhaps
starving for misguided justice ing, and not condemning, their more so than the others, those
use their God to justify destruc- Muslim citizens, so should we.
who must go on.
tion. Just as Europe joins toWe have sympathy for the
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PLAQUE

continued from page 1
ant aspects of the statue and
its history including the intent of the statue, why it was
placed at the University and
the chapter that erected it.
“You didn’t talk about any
of these aspects,” Okoye said.
“What you tried to do was water down this statue’s history and say it’s a symbol of us
coming together and inclusion
and toss a word in, ‘diversity,’
and James Meredith and all
of the sudden it’s like, ‘What
does that have to do with the
statue, though?’”
When searching for ways
to contextualize the plaque,
finding the missing information didn’t take UM NAACP
long.
“It’s not like this is hidden
behind closed doors, it’s very
public information,” Okoye
said. “Google is the help
there.”
Okoye and the other three
members of the UM NAACP’s

executive committee swiftly
composed their own statement, releasing it Monday,
March 14. They felt the pressure to publish the statement
quickly to alert their members
of what was happening.
A phone call from Vitter
interrupted Okoye’s spring
break. Okoye said Vitter admitted there was an issue with
the plaque text and wanted to
meet with Okoye and the executive committee.
“This seems like he’s fearful of a media firestorm, but
that’s not our goal,” Okoye
said. “We’re not here to embarrass the campus. We’re
students here, we love the
University. We just want the
campus to be at a better place.
Be better, do better— and you
do better if you know better.”
Okoye said the contextualization committee, who
drafted the language for the
plaque, and administration
should have incorporated
more campus groups instead
of doing the project on their
own and hoping the students
don’t organize or react by doing something which casts the

Interested in becoming

an Apex Leader
this summer?

Pick up your application today
in 145 Martindale (Office of Admissions)
Applications are due by 5 p.m. on
Friday, April 1st.

THE NAACP’S PROPOSED REVISION TO PLAQUE TEXT:
Members of the Critical Race Studies Group and the William Winter Institute helped to draft a revision
of the language for the Confederate solider statue contextualization plaque. The UM NAACP will present
the text to University administration and the appointed contextual plaque committee.
The proposed revision reads as follows:
“During the Jim and Jane Crow era of legalized segregation, white southerners built monuments to
memorialize Confederate veterans who fought and died for white supremacy and the maintenance
of slavery. This statue was dedicated by the United Daughters of the Confederacy, a group founded by
female descendants of Confederate soldiers, in 1906.
Segregationists embraced the monument as a symbol of the Confederacy. On the evening of September 30th, 1962, the statue became a rallying point where a mob of angry whites gathered to prevent the
federally mandated integration of the University by African American student James Meredith. Bishop
Duncan Gray and football player Buck Randall stood upon the statue to encourage calm. They were
unsuccessful.
While the current University creed advocates respect for and the dignity of all persons, this historic structure is a reminder of the central role of white supremacy in the history of the University of Mississippi
and the state of Mississippi.”
University in a bad light.
“We don’t want to do that,”
Okoye said. “We are trying to
sit down, we’re trying to talk,
we’re trying to cooperate. At
the same time, when you’re
not working with us at all, you
leave us with fewer options.”
Multiple campus groups
teamed up to draft a counter-narrative to the originally
proposed language.
“This is what it should
look like when you go about
contextualizing something,”
Okoye said. “It’s incorporatPHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
ing that voice that has gen- The Confederate plaque on display at the bottom of the statue in the circle.
erally and historically been
Vitter and members of the liam Winter Institute drafted.
missing from the conversa- contextualization committee
“For the most part, we are
tion, but again, missed oppor- declined to comment on the preparing for the worst on
tunity.”
issue until after the meeting.
Thursday,” Okoye said.
A meeting between Vitter,
The UM NAACP will be preUM NAACP is already
the plaque contextualiza- senting a revised text to go on reaching out to collaborators
tion committee and the UM the plaque which the Critical within the state and plan to
NAACP executive committee Race Studies Group and Wil- branch out to the national levis scheduled for Thursday.
el as well, according to Okoye.
“When we’re about to establish something that will
be here for the remainder of
the University, you want to go
about making sure that that’s
done properly and done the
right way,” Okoye said. “For
the most part, [Vitter] is just
trying to clamp down on that
voice, we don’t react well to
being clamped down on.”
36497
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BRUSSELS

continued from page 1
four months.
United States officials are saying it is clear ISIS is trying to
send an international message
by targeting Brussels, the host
of the headquarters for both the
European Union and NATO.
For those not in Brussels, it
is easy to look at these attacks
and mourn them for a day or so
before moving on to daily life—
but for Ole Miss student Collin Nordstrom, the attacks are
something he will have a hard
time forgetting.
Nordstrom, sophomore marketing and corporate relations
major, is spending this semester
studying abroad in Brussels. He

COURTESY: FACEBOOK

Collin Nordstrom, a UM student, was in
Brussels at the time of the attack.

lives only a half-mile away from
the Maelbeek station.
Nordstrom decided to skip
class Tuesday morning because
he had been feeling sick. He
woke up around 10 a.m. to a
steady stream of texts from his
family, girlfriend and friends.
“At home, everyone was panicked,” Nordstrom said. “They
got the news before I did, so
there was a lot of lag in my re-

sponse. I’m sure the first few
hours were tough.”
Nordstrom said he had noticed
hearing a lot of sirens, more than
usual, and went downstairs to
watch the news.
He lives with 9 roommates, all
of whom work in government
buildings close to their apartment. Only one roommate was
home when he walked downstairs, resulting in a moment of
fear for Nordstrom. He quickly
got hold of them and was informed that they were all safe in
their buildings.
At 11 a.m. in Brussels, Nordstrom marked himself safe on
Facebook. The social network’s
Safety Check system was implemented in November after the
Paris tragedy, as a way to check
on the safety of friends in areas
under attack.
Nordstrom said he then went
to a nearby store to load up on
food and see what was happening outside the walls of his apartment.
According to Nordstrom, the
overall atmosphere of the city
on the day of the attack was
strangely calm. From what he
saw, there was no rush or sense
of urgency. He described people
carrying on with their days as if
nothing monumental were happening. The only sign something
concerning had happened was
the steady sound of sirens every
few minutes.
“When I put myself in this
situation, I thought that there
would be much more panic
among the citizens,” Nordstrom
said. “I’m sure there was at the
site, but when I looked off my
balcony, I saw kids playing in the
park and people walking by and
just couldn’t figure out why they
weren’t safe at home. No one
seemed worried.”
Nordstrom said his major concern moving forward is knowing
that there are likely still more
terrorists in the city, including

NEWS | 23 MARCH 2016 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | PAGE 5

AP PHOTO: KETEVAN KARDAVA/ GEORGIAN PUBLIC BROADCASTER

In this photo provided by Georgian Public Broadcaster and photographed by Ketevan Kardava two women wounded in Brussels
Airport in Brussels, Belgium, after explosions were heard Tuesday.
a few that have not been caught transportation.
istic situation where awareness
from this specific incident. He
Following the attacks, Nord- is a necessity.
said he is especially concerned strom said he quickly heard
“This is something students
about the tram he takes every from Ole Miss and his university need to prepare for,” McElroy
day to class, which has essential- in Brussels.
said. “It’s something that is ally no security, compared to the
“They have all been keeping ways on our mind, it’s something
heavily monitored metro.
in close contact with me making I think about every day.”
“I feel safe, but just as I have sure I’m okay,” Nordstrom said.
The study abroad office menbeen my entire stay here, I am “I am very grateful for that.”
tions terrorist attacks in meetcautious and always keeping my
UM director of study abroad ings and McElroy explained they
head on a swivel,” Nordstrom Blair McElroy was among the are continuously monitoring
said. “To watch the news cov- Ole Miss faculty corresponding whether students need to leave
erage on places so close to my with Nordstrom.
or stay when dangerous situaapartment and an airport termiImmediately following reports tions develop.
nal I was just in a couple of days of the attack, McElroy and the
Nordstrom is the only Ole
ago is crazy.”
study abroad office also notified Miss student currently studying
Nordstrom was planning to students in surrounding areas of abroad in Brussels.
travel to several different coun- the threats and checked on their
“To be in the city for sometries during his upcoming spring whereabouts.
thing as global as this is pretty
break, but he is now not sure if
McElroy said these types of surreal,” Nordstrom said. “Comhe will be permitted to leave the situations are always a possi- ing to Brussels, I knew this was
country. He added that even if bility. She hopes that it doesn’t always a possibility, but to see it
he is allowed to leave Belgium, scare anyone from traveling or materialize has been something
he will be hesitant to take public studying abroad, but it is a real- I’ll never forget.”
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Remembering James Chambers: teacher, leader, mentor
BLAKE ALSUP

mbalsup@go.olemiss.edu

University of Mississippi
students and colleagues knew
James P. Chambers as a man
who cared about his work, and,
more importantly, cared about
people.
Chambers, age 47, died on
March 13 after his house caught
fire during the night.
A native of Silver Spring,
Maryland, he earned his bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering, graduating summa
cum laude, in 1990 from Georgia Tech. He was a member of
Phi Kappa Tau fraternity during
his time there. He also earned
his doctorate in mechanical
engineering from the school,
where he was a Hertz Foundation fellow and E.I. DuPont fellow as a graduate student.
Chambers joined UM in 1994
as a postdoctoral research associate at the National Center for
Physical Acoustics and served
as the center’s interim director
during 2010-12. Since then, he
had served as the associate dean
for research and graduate programs in the University Of Mississippi School Of Engineering
and as an associate professor of
mechanical engineering.
Chambers also used his expertise to assist community groups
with sound problems in auditoriums and church sanctuaries.
He provided free consultations
for organizations including the
Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, the Prentiss County Courthouse, College Hill Heights
Baptist Church in Oxford and
the United Methodist Church in
Charleston.
“Not only was Jim a valuable
member of our community and
a wonderful colleague, to many

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Family, friends and coworkers gathered at the Ford Center Tuesday to honor the life of James Chambers, a professor who died in a house fire on March 13.
of us he was a valued and trusted friend,” said Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor Morris
Stocks. “As a community, we
extend our deepest condolences
to the Chambers family.”
Chambers volunteered as
committee member, crew adviser and STEM merit badge
counselor for Boy Scout troops
and Venturing Crews in Oxford.
He also served as an instructor at Camp Yocona in Pontotoc County, provided computer support to area Cub Scouts
packs for their Pinewood Derby
races and was a volunteer leader with Boy Scout Troop 146.
Jeffrey S. Vitter, chancellor
of the University of Mississippi,
released a statement regarding
the death of Chambers.
“The University of Mississippi is shocked and heartbroken
to learn about the tragic death
of Jim Chambers,” Vitter said.
“Jim was a respected leader,

dedicated teacher and mentor and accomplished scientist
who had tremendous impact in
our community. We offer our
condolences to Jim’s family,
and our thoughts and prayers
are with them. The entire Ole
Miss family is here to support
Jim’s family during this difficult
time.”
During his 20-plus years
at the University, Chambers
worked as a researcher, professor and administrator. He was
an accomplished researcher,
assisting the U.S. Department
of Agriculture with research on
acoustics for many applications.
Among those research projects was the use of acoustics to
estimate the catfish population
in a pond and predict grain size
of suspended sediment.
Alex Cheng, dean of the UM
School of Engineering, spoke
highly of Chambers’ ability to
teach and connect with stu-

dents.
“Since he joined the School
of Engineering, he has become
one of the most beloved teachers,” Chang said. “He devoted
his personal time to students.
It is a great loss of a professor
and colleague and from the students’ side it is an irrecoverable
loss.”
Cody Berrey, a graduate student in mechanical engineering,
remembers Chambers as a great
professor and mentor with a
passion for his students and
teaching. Berrey said Chambers
was the reason he is continuing his engineering degree into
graduate school.
“He opened my eyes to everything that I could accomplish
by continuing my education,”
Berrey said. “Aside from being
my professor, he was also my
friend. I owe so much to Dr.
Chambers. He will be forever remembered as my greatest

teacher and mentor.”
A memorial service honoring
Chambers was held at the Gertrude C. Ford Center on March
22. His friends and family wore
Hawaiian shirts, which he was
known to wear almost every
day. A flag ceremony was performed by members of the Boy
Scouts, an organization with
which the Chambers family is
heavily involved.
The memorial included personal reflections by several
family members, coworkers
and friends and finished with
his fraternity brothers from Phi
Kappa Tau singing the Georgia Tech fight song, “Ramblin’
Wreck from Georgia Tech.”
Two GoFundMe pages were
set up online in memorial of
Chambers. Money donated will
go to his family. More than
$37,000 has been raised as of
Tuesday evening.
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Oxford’s yoga interest reaches new heights

PHOTOS BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Rebecca Olsson,Gabriella Welch, and Mary Solomon partake in yoga class on the rooftop of The Graduate.

ALEXIS NEELY

anneely@go.olemiss.edu

Oxford has been bending over
backwards with a recent trend
that’s relaxing the minds, bodies
and souls of the University students and surrounding community members: yoga.
“I think it’s better than other
forms of working out like P90X
or Crossfit because they’re a lot
more rough on your body, whereas yoga is gentle on your body,”
Joseph McQueen, barista at Cabin 82 coffee shop in The Graduate Hotel, said. “You’re gonna be
sore, but you won’t actually be
hurting yourself. I think it’s one
of the best ways of exercising and
getting yourself to feel good.”
After taking a few classes at
local yoga studio Southern Star,
McQueen brought the idea to
his boss of collaborating with the
studio to bring yoga to the hotel’s
rooftop every Tuesday, Thursday
and Sunday.
Thus Rooftop Yoga was born,
with co-owner of Southern Star
Stevi Self as the instructor for the

event’s kickoff session Tuesday
morning. The Graduate’s rooftop
yoga sessions will continue for
three days a week throughout the
spring, and they will even provide
an indoor location if spring showers hit.
Self, who has taught yoga in
Oxford since 1998, said she was
inspired to open the Southern
Star Yoga Center in 2008 after
six years of working in a gym atmosphere.
“The yoga room at the Heathplex shared a wall with the spin
room, so sometimes I would be
leading the relaxation part of
class with Motley Crüe playing in
the background,” Self said. “For
yoga, the environment is a key
factor. I wanted a space that was
free from distractions and would
allow students an opportunity to
have fun but also to let go.”
And it seems Southern Star
has curated the perfect environment for this type of relaxation,
as Self said she has definitely noticed an increase in people trying
yoga from when she first started
teaching.
“Yoga offers so many benefits

for the body as well as the mind,”
Self said. “We have many people
in the studio who have been sent
there by their doctors, chiropractors, physical therapists and even
psychologists.”
University
organizations
and facilities such as RebelWell, which hosts a variety of
health-centric events and fitness
programs on campus, are also
taking advantage of the chance to
get more bodies doing yoga.
RebelWell, in conjunction with
the UM Museum, is currently
sponsoring “Yoga in the Gallery.”
Yoga is offered for people with
various levels of expertise every
Monday at 8 a.m. in different
galleries at the University Museum. The sessions will continue
through May 9.
“I think offering this free event
at the Museum is a great way to
get the community and University together and a great way for
people to start their week,” UM
Museum Events Coordinator Rebecca Phillips said. “Our location
is ideal because we are close to
the Square and right on the edge
of campus.”

Although “Yoga in the Gallery”
draws attendance from University faculty, staff and local community members, students at the
University can get in on the yoga
action at the Turner Center.
Instructor Kurt Pollack has
worked at the Turner Center
since May of 2015 as a fitness
center supervisor, and began
teaching power and gentle yoga
classes at the beginning of the fall
2015 semester.
“We have the attendance numbers to show that yoga is growing
in popularity; we’re adding new
classes almost every semester,”
Pollack said.
In fact, yoga’s popularity has
brought about changes in the
Turner Center’s scheduling.
They’ve added hour-long yoga
classes instead of the previous
45-minute sessions, as well as a
new class that combines both cycling and yoga.
Sophomore Integrated Marketing Communications major
Taylor Daniel started yoga at the
Turner Center last year after noticing the classes on a lot of the
group fitness schedules around

the gym.
“I thought I should try them
out,” Daniel said. “I’d say I mainly went for a more relaxed way to
tone up and a way to simultaneously wind down after a long day.
I personally really enjoyed the
chill music, welcoming instructors and varying levels of difficulty of the different classes.”
Pollack said this is a part of a
large movement across America.
“People are starting to be more
mindful of preventative healthcare such as diet and exercise,
and yoga is becoming more easily
accessible to people who are concerned about those things,” Pollack said. “There are studies from
Harvard and elsewhere showing
concrete links between meditation practice like we engage in
through yoga and improved mental and physical health. Western
medicine is just getting around to
realizing the importance of these
things; yoga practice has been
addressing it for thousands of
years.”

36491
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Art as a form of comfort, solidarity in troubled times

36380

won’t smother an explosion, or
shield us from the evil that we are
constantly reminded exists in the
world. But art can help us to heal.
It can help us to cope with our
pain, to share our hope, and to
reach across oceans, mountains,
and valleys, and connect with our
fellow man.
So pick up a pen, a pencil, or a
camera. Look at the empty space
these terrorist attacks have left in
our hearts, in our world, and create something to fill it up.
Share what others have shared,

feel what others are feeling. We
now live in a globally connected
world, where art has the power
to create solidarity, and that power is not taken lightly. When fear
and hate cast their shadow over
the world, our best defense is to
stand together, unified, against it.
And the solidarity art gives us is
the first step to fighting back.
Send all art honoring Brussels
to thedmfeatures@gmail.com for
a chance to be published in The
Daily Mississippian.

Pro Shop

is now Open til 7pm Mon.-Sun.
Visit us at www.theolemissgolfcourse.com

Mon.-Sun. 10:30am-5:30pm
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7 9 1 8
5 3 9 6
4 1 5 3
3 7 8 1
8 2 6 7
1 6 4 2
2 8 7 4
9 4 3 5
6 5 2 9

Sudoku #6
2 5 3 6
1 8 4 2
7 9 6 8
6 4 2 9
5 1 9 4
3 7 8 5
9 6 5 3
8 2 1 7
4 3 7 1

1 8
3 9

Complete the grid so that
every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.
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Philosophy removes from religion all reason for existing ... As the science
of the spirit, it looks upon religion as a phenomenon, a transitory
historical fact, a psychic condition that can be surpassed.
-- Benedetto Croce
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Art is an emotional thing. We’ve
all been there before— sitting in
front of a blank piece of paper, an
empty canvas or a vacant space,
just wondering what could fill the
void. Sometimes, inspiration can
strike out of nowhere; but, more
often than not, an event or experience creates that first spark of
inspiration.
But in the wake of tragedy, art
does more than just allow one
person to express their innermost
feelings. Thanks to social media
outlets like Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram and Facebook, art can be
passed around and shared. And
in its travels, it acts as a binding
mechanism that allows us to become, for a moment, global citizens, united in our emotions.
Yesterday, the terrorist attack

in different ways to the attacks.
Some are full of anger and outrage, condemning terrorism and
its attempts to inspire fear by
harming innocent people. Others
are full of sorrow and uncertainty,
begging the question, “How did
this happen and what could we
have done differently to stop it?”
In Brussels, after authorities
put the city on lockdown, closing
public institutions and transport,
people gathered in the Bourse
de Bruxelles, or Brussels Stock
Exchange. There, with chalk in
hand, the people took to the floor
of the public square, drawing and
writing messages of love, of sorrow for those lost and injured,
and, most importantly, of hope.
Their tributes include phrases
like “spread hope, not fear” and
“no words.”
When we are hurt or threatened, it’s easy to turn to violence,
to raise our hands to strike, to
thirst for vengeance. Some may
even argue to fight back is hardwired in our very nature; it is part
of what makes man dominant
and powerful and it is part of who
we are as humans. But I am here
to remind you, before you lift up
your hands in anger, take a look
at the feelings that moved you.
Take a look at the people of Brussels, and their chalk messages on
the public square, their heartfelt
messages, their sorrows and their
fears, beautifully arranged and
destined to wash away by next
rainfall.
Perhaps the best way to show
the people of Brussels and Belgium that we, too, are hurting for
them — that we too are afraid, and
that we too want to join their fight
against terror, hate, and death —
is to join them in their expression.
Art won’t stop a bullet. Art

Sudoku #8
4 8 3 2
9 7 6 1
1 2 5 8
5 1 2 7
8 9 4 3
6 3 7 5
2 5 1 9
7 4 9 6
6 8 4

thedmfeatures@go.olemiss.edu

in Brussels, Belgium sparked
yet another explosion of creative
and artistic reaction. In response
to the attack, French cartoonist
Plantu created an image which
now stands as a symbol of solidarity for the Brussels attacks. The
cartoon, titled “Les Attentats de
ce 22 Mars ‘a Brussels,” or “The
attacks of March 22 in Brussels,”
features a cartoon personification
of France comforting a weeping
Belgium, with the dates of each
country’s terrorist attacks written
along the bottom of the illustration.
Illustrator Matt Blease drew
a group of hands arranged like
a globe, with the words “Be Together” surrounding the hands, in
response to the attacks. Other illustrators around the world have
drawn depictions of Belgium
flags, historic landmarks and cultural icons, like the famous cartoon hero Tintin, all responding

3
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Chad Kelly prepares to lead next season’s team
CODY THOMASON

Csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

After manning the quarterback spot in 2015 for the Rebels, senior Chad Kelly is aware
of the leadership he must take
on at the position next season.
“You have to bring it in the
offseason; otherwise, they’re
going to come out here not
looking at you,” Kelly said. “You
got to start in the offseason.
You’ve got to feed off of everybody. Having one guy out there
talking, that’s good sometimes.
But at the same time, you’ve
got to have everybody together, talking and understanding
we’re one team as a whole.”
Kelly explained what else
he was focusing on during the
practices.
“Just slowing the game down,
commanding the offense in a
professional way,” Kelly said.
“And that’s on the field and off
the field. In practice, you’ve got
to control the offense and take
what they give you and make
sure you understand the situation
Kelly said he was impressed
by the improvement he already
saw in some of the players
during the spring, including
offensive lineman Jeremy Liggins, Sean Rawlings, Alex Givens and Jordan Sims, who are
all receiving increased time on
an injury depleted offensive
line, among the players who
impressed him.
“All those guys up front are

PHOTOS BY: CAMERON BROOKS

(Left) Chad Kelly talks to the offense before the snap during a game last season. (Right) Kelly addresses the media during the spring press conference earlier this year.
giving it their all and they’re
playing really, really well right
now,” Kelly said. “On the outside, you’ve got Quincy (Adeboyejo), you’ve got (Derrick
Jones), you’ve got Damarkus
Lodge. Lodge is having a phenomenal camp, too. Running
back, you’ve got Eric Swinney,
who’s just a bruiser.”
Kelly went into further detail
about Swinney, who was redshirted last year after suffer-

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

ing a stress fracture in his leg
during the preseason.
“I think he brings a little bit
of everything,” Kelly said. “He’s
not scared to lay his head down
and run someone over, and at
the same time, he’s not scared
to juke someone. He understands the game plan. It’s going
to take a little bit longer to kind
of get the feel for the game, of
course. But I think he’s picking
it up really well right now.”
NEW 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH- large
bedrooms w/vaulted ceilings, walk-in
closets, granite countertops, security
system, great area only 1.7 miles from
campus. Avail Aug. ONLY $850 ($425
per person) (662)832-8711
3BR/2BA HOUSE FOR RENT One
block from campus and the square, excellent location! $2400 rent ($800 per
bedroom), plus $1000 deposit. Call 662816-0268

CONDO FOR RENT

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA,
Gated/ Pool. w/d $1200. Now or Fall
901-262-1855
3BR/2BA-BET. CAMPUS & SQUARE
2nd story unit with a view, granite countertops, pool and fitness center included. $1,250 monthly includes cable, internet & water! (662)202-5347

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503

WEEKEND RENTAL

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/ D included. No pets. 1
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000
MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room
and swimming pool. $600 per person
includes cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Walking distance to campus!
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com
THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing. 2BR/1BA condo with all appliances, W/D, pool, fitness room. $925
per month including cable, internet,
water, sewer services. Close to campus!(662)816-4293 www.theparkatoxford.com

Overall, Kelly said he was
encouraged by the Rebels’ performance in the spring so far.
Kelly said the 2016 Rebels are
really hungry and are eager to
win.
“They understand how good
we can be, and the coaches are
putting in all the time in the

TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The Mark.
Ceramic and hardwood floors. Includes
major appliances, water, internet, and
TV cable. $950/month. (662)456-6226

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

HOUSE FOR RENT

PART-TIME

3BD/3BA $1150/MO Newer homes in
Countryview (662)816-8171
3BEDROOMS PET FRIENDLY All units
$1200/mo, $400 pp Saddle Creek, Shiloh, Davis Springs. Pet Friendly. New
paint/trim/carpet. Close to campus.
facebook.com/oxford.rentals1 662-2780774
3 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE- large
2-story, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, alarm system,
free sewer & lawn care. No Pets. Avail
Aug. ONLY $800 ($266 per person)
(662)832-8711

FULL/PART TIME HELP Delivery/ Set
up person needed. Must be able to lift
100 lbs. Apply in person at Magnolia
Rental & Sales, Oxford. (662)236-7368
PART TIME/FULL TIME HELP Delivery/
Set up person needed. Must be able to
lift 100 lbs. Apply in person at Magnolia
Rental & Sales, Oxford. (662)236-7368
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world to get us prepared for
this season,” Kelly said. “We’re
so much farther advanced than
what we were last year at this
time. I think everybody out
there is ready for the season to
start and get at it.”
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The big question: Is Joe Flacco an elite quarterback?
MATT BARNTHOUSE

thedmsports@gmai.com

It’s officially “that” part of
the NFL offseason. A time
when there is no real news going on around the league and
the pundits of the 24-hour
sports stations have to figure
out something to say.
Normally, this leads them
into a lengthy, often pointless
discussion about the so-called
“eliteness” of Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco.
So, it’s time to finally settle
this hotly contested debate:
is Joe Flacco an elite quarterback?
Many arguments in favor of
declaring Flacco elite include
“he won a Super Bowl,” as
well as “to play quarterback in
the NFL, one must be an elite
quarterback.”
Ignore the latter argument,
because “elite” in most people’s sense refers to Flacco in
comparison to his NFL peers,
not some average “Joe” off the
street.
Naysayers may say Flacco, as
a whole, is merely an above-average starter in the NFL, referring to his regular season
stats. In fact, when looking at
Pro Football Reference’s “advanced passer rating,” which
compares his stats to his peers
for each season, Flacco hovers
around the league average.
In fact, he is one of the most
consistently “average” quarterbacks in the NFL. Another
knock against Flacco is if one
is truly an elite quarterback,
does one need to ask if they
are elite?
Flacco, however, did not
earn a possible “elite” connotation for his regular season
play, but more so due to his
performance in the 2012-13
NFL playoffs, where he led
the Baltimore Ravens to a Super Bowl XLVII victory over

AP PHOTO: NICK WASS

Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco passes the ball during the second half of an NFL football game against the St. Louis Rams, in Baltimore.
the San Francisco 49ers, large
in part due to Flacco’s Super
Bowl MVP performance, which
included 287 yards passing,
three touchdowns, and zero
turnovers.
Flacco’s 117.2 passer rating in the 2012-13 playoffs
earned him a $120.6 million
contract which, according to
the Baltimore Sun, made him
the highest-paid player in NFL
history (Bears QB Jay Cutler
later signed a contract that
surpassed Flacco’s deal.)
This past offseason, Flac-

co signed a 3-year extension
worth $66.4 million, keeping
him in Baltimore until 2021.
Despite being paid like an elite
quarterback, Flacco has only
proved that he is “elite” at being consistently slightly above
average. With healthy receivers, Flacco has proved that
he is good enough to lead his
team to a Super Bowl, and that
is enough for most NFL teams
to commit to a player. Flacco
is one of the safest choices in
the NFL. Teams know exactly
what they are getting.

Too many players, such as
Colin Kaepernick and Robert
Griffin III, are “flash-in-thepans.” While their peaks may
be higher than Flacco’s, they
also have lows that are far lower than one will ever get with
Flacco as their quarterback.
In order to win a Super
Bowl, a team needs consistency at the quarterback position.
Defense wins championships,
but a poorly-performing quarterback can certainly make a
team lose out on a chance at
a Super Bowl. Sometimes it is

better to have a consistently
“decent” quarterback than an
“erratically great, then terrible” quarterback. That’s why
Flacco brings home the big
check.
Many teams go years, even
decades, looking for a quarterback that they can trust to
bring a solid game every single
week. Flacco is that guy. Flacco may not be “elite” in a traditional train of thought, but he
is certainly elite enough to win
you championships.
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Ole Miss diamond Rebels win with freshman frenzy
COLLIN BRISTER

thedmsports@gmail.com

It was freshman day for Ole
Miss on the mound as the Rebels
trotted out four freshman pitchers
in their 8-2 victory over Tennessee-Martin.
Ole Miss started freshman
James McArthur on the bump.
McArthur surrendered a first
inning two-run home run, but
battled back and gave the Rebels
a solid five-inning performance
without allowing another run.
“He’s growing each week and
getting better and better,” head
baseball coach Mike Bianco said
of McArthur. “He’s going to be so
good.”
The freshman trend would
continue as Connor Green, Dallas Woolfolk and Andrew Lowe
pitched four scoreless frames to

seal the Rebels 8-2 victory.
The freshmen in the bullpen
this season have gone 50.1 innings
allowing only 14 runs, good for a
2.50 ERA.
“We’re going to need them,”
Bianco said. “We’re going to need
them not only in midweek games,
but on the weekends as well.”
While Tuesday’s performance
wasn’t one of Ole Miss’ strongest
at the plate, they were able to put
up eight runs with three home
runs.
After falling behind 2-0
in the first inning, Ole
Miss answered in the
bottom of the second

when Tate Blackman launched a
ball over the left center-field wall
to tie the game at two.
Blackman leads the everyday
starters in average, hitting .347 after struggling during his first year
in Oxford.

“Not trying to do too much,”
Blackman said of what’s changed
from his freshman campaign.
“I’m staying within myself, hitting
the ball the opposite way, talking
my walks when I get them. I’m not
trying to put too much pressure
on myself. Just control what I can
control and hit the ball hard.”
The Rebels would take the lead
for good in the second when senior outfielder Cameron D i s -

delivering a two-run home run in
the bottom of the eighth to extend
the lead to 6-2.
“They were playing a weird shift
in the six-hole, so I knew they
were going to come in a lot,” Dishon said. “So, they came in again.”
Dishon is now tied with J.B.
Woodman for the team lead in
home runs at four apiece, and has
14 RBIs on the season.
The Ole Miss bullpen this season has thrown 88 innings and
only surrendered 17 runs, good for
a 1.74 ERA. The bullpen has been
a key to the Rebels’ early season
success because their dominance
has allowed Bianco to not rely on
his starters going too deep in contests.
“It’s been a huge strength for
us,” Bianco said. “We’ve been able
to go to it early in games and not
really extend the starters.”

hon singled
up the middle,
scoring freshman Ryan
Olenek from second.
Dishon would strike
again later in the game,

PHOTO: EVAN TURNER

University of Mississippi students won a total of 28 awards in the 2015
Southeast Journalism Conference annual Best of the South and Onsite
Competition contests. For the third year in a row, students representing the
UM Student Media Center were named Grand Championship Team. More
than 40 universities belong to the Southeast Journalism Conference.

SUDU UPADHYAY
First Place, Best of the South
College Journalist of the Year
$1,000 cash prize

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER
On-site Competition Grand
Championship Team

LOGAN KIRKLAND

VICTORIA LANZA

First Place, Best of the South
Special Event Reporter/Editor
First Place, Onsite Competition
Sports Photography
Eighth Place, Best of the South
Press Photographer

First Place, Onsite
Competition Public
Relations Team

TORI OLKER

JAKE THRASHER

CAROLINE CALLAWAY

DYLAN RUBINO

KELLY SAVAGE

First Place, Onsite
Competition Public
Relations Team

First Place, Best of
the South News Editorial
Artist-Illustrator

First Place, Onsite
Competition Page Layout
Fourth Place, Best of the
South Newspaper Layout
Designer

First Place, Best of the
South Sports Writer
Second Place, Onsite
Competition Multimedia Team

First Place, Best of the
South Television Hard News
Reporter
Second Place, Onsite
Competition Multimedia Team

HOLLY BAER

BRITTANY CLARK

STEVEN GAGLIANO

DREW JANSEN

ANNA MCCOLLUM

RILEY MUELLER

KELSEY SHUMATE

CLARA TURNAGE

VICTORIA WILSON

Second Place,
Onsite Competition
Op-Ed Writing

Second Place,
Onsite Competition
Multimedia Team
Ninth Place, Best of
the South Television News
Feature Reporter

Second Place,
Best of the South
Radio Journalist

Second Place,
Onsite Competition
News Writing

Second Place,
Best of the South
Journalism
Research Paper

Second Place,
Best of the South
Radio News Feature
Reporter

Second Place,
Best of the South
Advertising Staff
Member

Second Place,
Best of the South
Feature Writer

Second Place,
Onsite Competition
Copy Editing

CADY HERRING

BROWNING STUBBS

MORGAN BURGER

THE DAILY
MISSISSIPPIAN
THE DAILY

ZOE MCDONALD

MADISEN THEOBALD

THEDMONLINE.COM

Fifth Place,
Best of the South Art &
Entertainment Writer

Seventh Place,
Best of the South
Designer

10th Place,
Best of the South
Website
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‘The right move at this time’
University removes state flag from campus

University of Mississippi Police Department officers fold the Mississippi flag after removing it from the flagpole in the Circle Monday morning.

LANA FERGUSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

Third Place,
Best of the South
Magazine Writer

Third Place,
Best of the South
Television Journalist

Fourth Place,
Best of the South
Radio News Feature
Reporter

After weeks of debate on campus, the administration lowered
the last standing Mississippi state
flag in a ceremony at 7 Monday
morning.
The University Police, who have
the responsibility of taking care of
the flag, furled and sent it along
with the resolutions passed by
campus organizations last week
calling for its removal to University Archives for storage.
Ole Miss is the fourth university in the state to cease flying the
Mississippi flag on their campus.

The flag has been lowered at the
University of Mississippi Medical
Center as well.
After the support of multiple
campus organizations, composed
of both students and staff, interim
Chancellor Morris Stocks and his
senior administrative team made
the final decision to remove the
flag. Stocks and his team met on
Friday after receiving the last resolution and then again for three
hours on Sunday.
“There was full agreement
by the senior leadership team,”
Stocks said in a press conference
hours after the flag was lowered.
“We were careful in our considerations and our planning.”

Stocks said he contacted the
preferred candidate for chancellor Jeffery Vitter Monday
morning informing him of the
administration’s decision and
said the candidate understood
their reasoning. He also contacted state officials like the governor,
lieutenant governor and speaker
of the house to make it clear this
action was not meant as a form of
disrespect toward the state.
“We love our state and we’re
proud to be a part of the state of
Mississippi,” Stocks said. “We believe for us to accomplish our academic mission, this was the right
move at this time.”
Stocks said, if a new state

COURTESY: ROBERT JORDAN/OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS

flag is created which unifies the
UM community, the school will
proudly fly that flag. Until then,
the administration is following
their diversity plans to help make
the campus more inclusive and
welcoming, like placing markers
in front of historic monuments
such as the Confederate solider
statue in the Circle to give them
context.
The current Mississippi flag
contains a Confederate battle emblem in the top left corner and
was adopted by the state Legislature in 1894. In 2001, there was
debate over redesigning the flag
to remove emblem. The referendum was defeated. Following the

church shooting in Charleston,
South Carolina this past June,
the Confederate battle flag debate moved to the forefront once
again.
There have been debates discussing the legality of public
institutions like the University
not displaying the state flag. The
Mississippi Constitution Miss.
Code Ann Section 3-3-15 addresses the displaying of the state flag
at public buildings. This section
describes how the flag should be
displayed but is not worded in a
way that requires the University
to fly the flag.
The debate concerning the

Fourth Place,
Best of the South Public
Service Journalism
SEE FLAG PAGE 4

